E1 - Step 1B
CHOOSE A PERSON
Look at the clustered map that you made. Consider each individual person carefully. With
each person, ask yourself: Do I know many stories about this person which shows one of their
character points? You want to find someone whose character you know well enough that
you could tell at least a dozen stories about it.
ACTION: Find at least five people in the Mapping assignment who seem to have a lot of
strong stories.
ACTION: After you find the five people, consider each person carefully. Think about how
strong that character point was. Think about how many stories you could write about
them. Think about how much detail the stories would have, and how interesting they
are. Then choose the person who has the most stories (examples) regarding one of
their character points, hopefully each of them different and interesting.
ACTION: Email your choice to me. Announce your name, class name, and section number
in the subject line. In the email body, tell me who it was (friend, classmate, etc.) and
what their character point is.

DUE DATE: Saturday, May 1; (by 6:00 p.m.)

E1 - Step 1C
LIST THE STORIES
ACTION: Begin a Brainstorming List of the specific stories you could tell about that
person's character point. The list does not need to include the full stories, just a 1or 2-sentence description of the basic event, such as, I remember noticing one day
that my sister did her homework in an organized way immediately after coming home
from school.
IMPORTANT NOTES: When you brainstorm the stories, they must describe a single,
separate event that happened at a single time. This is very important.
The normal "story" that people think of is a vague, frequent event; for example, in the
story about my sister doing her homework immediately, most people would think,
"She did that all the time." However, you need to single out one time that this
happened, a time that you can remember well.
The reason for requiring the single event is for detail. If you remember a repeating event,
the details change every time, so you cannot describe them. Since my sister would
sometimes do her homework in various locations, I could never describe the details of
what she did if I included all of those! Instead, choose a single time that she did her
homework, so you can describe the situation in every detail.
Avoid using general time expressions such as always, usually, often, or sometimes.
ALSO: Do not include examples which:
•

... you did not personally see (if you did not see them, you cannot describe them)

•

... are about nothing; do not try to write about an example where someone did not do
something, about an event that did not happen. Don't write about your brother never
being late, or your friend never telling a lie.
There is no detail in nothing!

On the next page is an example of a list of stories about a person that I knew—my boss at a
job I had in college. He was the owner of a movie theater, and was a really bad person. My
ideas is that Bob, my employer at a movie theater, was dishonest.
This is what your homework should look like.
You will use a Google Docs document to make the list. Create it in the Essay #1 folder.

Important: your list must not be short. Many students do this homework and end with only
six or eight examples. That is not acceptable; it is not enough material to create a detailed
essay. If you cannot think of any other examples, then find another person or characteristic to
write about.

ACTION: As you list the stories, think about each story carefully. Were you there? Can you
recall the incident clearly? Can you tell a detailed story about it? Can you give a lot of
description? If not, then do not add the story to the list.
ACTION: If the number of stories for the person you chose is not at least 12 stories in all,
then that person might not serve well as your essay topic. Set aside the brainstorming
list (do not throw it away yet), and choose another person. Repeat the process on this
page until you have a good candidate.
IMPORTANT: If you cannot come up with enough separate, interesting, detailed stories for
one person, then change to a different person who you can tell more stories about until you
have a long and interesting list of stories.
ACTION 1C: Once you have a good candidate with at least a dozen stories, that list will
be your "1C" homework submission.
Go to your GEN100 Shared Folder.
Create a new a Google Docs file.
Give it the filename: "Yourname - E1 Example Listing."
Create your list there, similar to the example shown on the previous page.

DUE DATE: Wed., May 5 (by 6:00 p.m.)

